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GEORGIA’S HOMELESS PET CRISIS:  
WHY DOING NOTHING IS NO LONGER AN OPTION. 
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THE FINANCIAL COST TO GEORGIA: 
 

 

Having more cats and dogs than we have homes 
for, a completely preventable problem, costs 
Georgians > approx. $136 million annually: 
 

 Animal Welfare Non-Profits:     $76 million 

 Municipal Animal Shelters:      $60 million **   
            

 GRAND TOTAL                $136 million *     

 

 

* This figure only includes expenses and DOES NOT INCLUDE Capital 
Expenditures (such as purchases of new ACO trucks, equipment, 
and shelter buildings).  This figure also does not include the $ value 
of 1,000s of hours of free labor provided by  volunteers, fosters, 
networkers, and transporters across the state of Georgia, u lized by 
municipal shelters and all non-profits. 

 

** This figure does not include the cost to run the Georgia Dept. of 
Agriculture’s Companion Animal Division’s oversight of rescues and 
shelters.   
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CONTROLLING the size of Georgia’s HOMELESS PET 
POPULATION is an important need of Georgia’s taxpayers that is 
NOT BEING MET, as evidenced by financial data, as well as local 
news & social media coverage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Georgia’s non-profit animal welfare organizations, funded by 
Georgia’s taxpayers, (as private citizens), pick up 56%, more than 
half, of the > $136 million annual cost to the state. 

 

Clearly, the statewide cost of the problem is not being spread 
fairly, when more than 70% of households in Georgia own at least 
one pet, and more than 50% of those own more than one pet.  
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Georgia’s Homeless Pet Overpopulation Creates Public 
Safety Issues 

 

Increased: 
 dog maulings resulting in injury, lost limbs, or death. 
 cruelty and animal hoarding cases. 
 dog fighting cases. 
 contagious fatal diseases spread due to increases in unvaccinated pets – 

1. Rabies  
2. Parvo 
3. Heartworm 
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) believe 
approximately 4.5 million dog bites occur annually.  It is estimated that 
1,000 people are bitten by dogs each day. 

“...Children between the ages of five and nine are at the greatest risk of 
receiving serious injuries related to dog bites.  Approximately 81 percent 
of all dog attacks involve children, 86 percent of all dog attacks cause 
bodily harm or maiming, and 76 percent of dog attacks result in 
fatalities…” 
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Homeless Pet Overpopulation Wastes Taxpayer Resources 
 

1) Animal Control agencies are so busy corralling homeless pets; they barely 
have me to fulfill their most important roles serving the public: 

 
To Educate: in the form of homes visits or community or school 
outreach. 

 
To Enforce local ordinances and state law.  

 
To Inves gate possible: 

 Dogfighting 
 Illegal breeding 
 Cruelty, Neglect, and Hoarding cases 

 
To Report other crimes. As First Responders they o en have first 
knowledge of situa ons involving domes c, child & elder abuse. 

 
2) Each of Georgia’s >500 homeless pet shelter & rescue en es (that exist 
purely because Georgia has too many homeless pets) require licensing & 
inspec ons by Georgia’s Dept. of Agriculture’s Companion Animal Division, 
which does not have a sufficient number of inspectors.  

 
3)  More pets mean more cases of hoarding, neglect, cruelty, and dog bites 
that use up precious other public resources: 
 

 Local law enforcement: police, sheriffs, code enforcement. 
 

 Prosecutors, Judges, Defense Attorneys, and the entire court 
system. 
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PROPOSED SOLUTION & COST 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL COST:  Build   $ 110,000 

Year 1      150,000  

Year 2      150,000 

Year 3      150,000 

Year 4      150,000 

TOTAL          $ 710,000 
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Till now, Georgia’s $136m per year has been used re-ac vely to 
handle the already exis ng overabundance of pets.  

Our proposal switches Georgia’s approach to a more pro-ac ve 
one, one that seeks to prevent homeless pet overpopula on 
through addressing some of its causes. 

This proposal: 
   
 raises statewide awareness of the homeless pet crisis & the need to 

fix our pets, 
 
 provides free pet education, and 
 
 maintains a database for Georgians of available pet owner resources.  
 
The goal of Georgia’s official public policy on homeless pets 
should be to PREVENT GEORGIA’S DOGS AND CATS FROM 
ENTERING ANIMAL SHELTERS IN THE FIRST PLACE,” because: 
 
 We cannot adopt our way out of the problem of having more 
dogs and cats than we have homes for. 
 We cannot donate our way out of the problem of having more 
dogs and cats than we have suitable homes for.  
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“Free Puppies!” 
h ps://www.amazon.com/Free-Puppies-Samantha-
Wishman/dp/B0BHG1H2X8 

“… a chronically overlooked crisis that’s dogging the rural American South. 
Skimpy funding for shelters, high rates of poverty and a warm climate 
have led to an overwhelming influx of stray dogs with nowhere to go. 
Directors Samantha Wishman and Chris na Thomas narrow their focus to 
Dade County in northwest Georgia, where an intrepid group of local 
women have stepped up to compensate for the lack of an 
opera ng animal shelter. 
Their grassroots efforts to 
start up a spay-and-neuter 
program, rescue countless 
adorable strays from 
euthanasia and neglect, 
and place them in loving 
“forever homes” will pluck 
at the heartstrings of any 
dog person. This simple, 
subtle doc is the perfect 
combo of warm fuzzies and a 
se rious (and some mes 
heartbreaking) mission…” 
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“MERCY’S KENNEL” 
h ps://filmfreeway.com/mercyskennel 

ATLANTA 

 “…G.K. Simpson, a former dog breeder 
who lives in Atlanta, takes viewers into a 
world where money talks, pit bulls are 

currency and the media perpetuate many of the stereotypes maligning 
this misunderstood breed. Mercy's Kennel explores the economic 
backdrop to what is commonly called "backyard breeding" to show how 
poverty and lack of educa on are at the root of pet overpopula on and 
animal abuse in many underserved areas around the country. 

 

“…G.K. and former breeder Byron Haygood (B. Good) interview shelter 
officials, rescue groups, breeders, dog fighters and everyday people on the 
street… G.K. and Ma 's brother Mickey (Snoop) search for solu ons to the 
violence of poverty paralyzing so many inner-city communi es, and their 
quest inevitably leads them back behind bars to more dogs...and people in 
need of rescue. 

 

“…The parallels drawn between pit bulls and people are unmistakable, 
uninten onal and completely unavoidable. Ul mately, Mercy's Kennel is a 
story about redemp on and salva on that transcends race, culture and 
economics to present a compelling look at the challenges facing pit 
bulls...and people living in an increasingly hos le world. As Mahatma 
Gandhi once said, “The greatness of a na on and its moral progress can be 
judged by the way its animals are treated.” We think the jury is s ll out on 
that one…” 
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“The Canine Condition, Season 2, Ep. 5: 

HEADING BACK TO GEORGIA” 
h ps://discovered.tv/watch/ZajkBGp1ZNnn? clid=IwAR2OAz03Xy96-
oocO3N_GiXL80xz7nYMgFsx8C68-BflQ7l2pnUo9FXIM8o 

“…In this episode we head back to Georgia… The dogs of Georgia keep 
pulling at our heart strings.  This state has one of the highest euthanasia 
rates in the country.  But we find no shortage of kindhearted animal loving 
humans going out of their way each and every day to try and help end dog 
homelessness dog abuse and neglect in their state…”  
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In the New York Times:          December 2022 

“…This li le dog is one of 
millions of pets transported 
from the American South to 
places in the Northeast and 
Midwest with fewer adoptable 
animals — communi es where 
there are well funded animal-
welfare agencies, stricter leash 
laws, a shorter breeding season 
and weather harsh enough that 
fewer strays survive. 

Widespread animal reloca on 
began in 2005 in response to 
Hurricane Katrina… “Adopt, 
don’t shop” has become a 
na onal mantra among pet 
rescue advocates working 
desperately to reduce the 

number of animals euthanized in overcrowded shelters or le  to starve on their own. Most of those doomed pets 
live in the South…“Free Puppies” will be released on DVD — and as video-on-demand on Apple and Amazon — on 
Dec. 13. The heroes of the film are Monda Wooten, Ruth Smith and Ann Brown, three pet rescuers who live in 
the area where Alabama and Tennessee share a border with Georgia. Their work to remedy local animal 
suffering is the narra ve lens through which the film considers this regionwide problem…“Free Puppies” follows 
the women as they collect unwanted li ers; take in strays; persuade people to surrender neglected pets; bathe 
infested puppies with flea shampoo; even pick up animals from their homes, take them to a veterinary hospital or 
mobile clinic to be spayed or neutered, and return them to their owners at no charge. 

They have cul vated a network of other volunteers to help. For all of them, this is hard, hands-on work — dirty, 
some mes dangerous, too o en completely heartbreaking. In one scene, Ann tells the story of rescuing a female 
dog that had spent her en re life chained to a tree, bearing li er a er li er of puppies. When Ann took her to be 
spayed, the dog’s uterus was so damaged she died on the opera ng table. 

... As demoralizing as it must be to see animals needlessly, endlessly suffering, the women at the heart of “Free 
Puppies” manage to show compassion toward the human beings responsible for the suffering, too. “The 
majority of people are really good people,” Monda says. “It’s just lack of knowledge.” 

…The reason for the number of unwanted dogs isn’t simply isola on or profound poverty. All over the country, 
people adopt rescue dogs — or buy puppy-mill purebreds — without having any idea of the cost and training 
that responsible pet ownership involves, and those dogs frequently end up at shelters once they become 
unmanageable adolescents. But the problem is compounded in rural places where there’s already a huge 
number of homeless pets and no resources to address the problem. If a stray dog turns up pregnant, kind souls 
may find homes for the puppies, but if they don’t get the mother dog spayed, and if the puppies don’t get 
spayed or neutered, the number of unwanted pets explodes. 

Economic reality is perhaps the most universal explana on for what is happening in the world of this film. 
Living paycheck to paycheck, or on a fixed income, puts fencing a yard or paying for veterinary care far out of 
reach…” 
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Although unrecognizable 
due to the level of 
starva on she is at in these 
pictures, this dog is a 
Belgian Malinois.  For 
those of you not familiar, 
the Belgian Malinois is the 
working dog of choice by 
our military as well as Law 
Enforcement, such as 
Sheriffs and Police 
Departments. 
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This li le puppy has an 
excrucia ng skin disease, 
called Mange, that is 
completely treatable and 
only gets this bad a er 
months of no care and takes 
even longer to recover from.  
He can’t even open his eyes.  
Some poor adopter will 
have to pay for months of 
medical care and medicine. 
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If the supply of dogs and cats exceeds 
the demand for them as pets, their value 
deteriorates down to zero.  It’s our 
conten on that re-balancing supply and 
demand in Georgia will help reduce the 
amount of neglect, starva on, abuse, 
and other criminal behavior related to 
animals that we see every day and our 
ACOs, ci zens, Law enforcement and 
courts have to deal with, and fewer 
animals that have to be rescued and re-
habilitated at high cost to taxpayers. 
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An embedded collar, seen too 
o en across Georgia.  This is what 
a dog’s neck looks like when a 
collar has been on him or her for 
months or years, while that dog 
aged from puppy to an adult. 
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The Pet Educa on Portal, Pet Owner Resources Database and Public Service 
Announcements campaign will be designed and produced by Georgians.  A dozen 
municipal animal services agencies, as well as individuals and non-profits have 
commi ed to contribu ng to each component of this comprehensive ini a ve.  Our 
goal is to make sure the whole program will be FOR GEORGIANS, but also built BY 
GEORGIANS. 
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Thank you for your attention! 

For further information, please call or email us. 
 

 

Georgia Companion Animal Coalition 

Email:  GAcompanionanimaladvocacy@gmail.com 

Phone: (703) 347-3871 


